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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of tlie appropriate paragrapins of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was l^nown or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 21, 22, 29, 30, 33 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Barmann, U.S. Patent 7,252,082 (8/7/07 - PCT filed 2/27/02). 

Bartmann clearly teaches a device comprising a gripping element (13) of an 
appliance door moveable relative to the appliance door during a door movement of the 
appliance door with the grip element adapting its movement to the movement of the 
hand of a user, [Claim 21]. 

Regarding Claim 22, Bartmann teaches the gripping element movably mounted 
at least largely independently of a position of the appliance. 

Regarding Claims 29 and 30, Bartmann teaches the gripping element mountable 
on the appliance door so that it can pivot about a pivoting axis (defined by elements 19) 
and that pivoting axis running substantially parallel to a pivoting axis of the appliance 
door. 

Regarding Claims 39 and 33, Bartmann teaches a drive element for driving 
movement of the gripping means and a restoring means to automatically move the 
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gripping element into a base position wlien tine door is closed (see elements 39, 43, 45- 
47). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 23-28, 31 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bartmann in view of Morawetz, U.S. Patent 5,918,347 (7/6/99). 

All the aspects of the instant invention are disclosed above but for a stabilizing 
unit for stabilizing the gripping element in at least one position. Morawetz does teach a 
stabilizing unit (fig. 4) for stabilizing a hinge in at least one position. At the time of the 
invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the 
features of Bartmann with the features of Morawetz because a stabilizing unit would 
provide the most convenient handle position for a regular user, [Claim 23]. 

Regarding Claims 24 and 28, Morawetz further teaches the stabilizing unit 
stabilizing the gripping element in at least one position (see fig. 4) and also in a plurality 
of locating positions (see 8, 17). 

Regarding Claim 25, Morawetz teaches the stabilizing unit comprising at least 
one locating unit (see elements 8-1 1 , 17). 
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Regarding Claim 26, Morawetz teaclies tlie locating unit includes at least one 
ribbed partial area (see 8, 17). 

Regarding Claim 27, Morawetz teaches the stabilizing unit including a spring- 
loaded locating element (see 9-11). 

Regarding Claim 31, Morawetz teaches a means for releasing the stabilizing unit 
in at least one position (see element 24). 

Regarding Claim 32, Morawetz teaches a means for releasing a locating 
connecting during a closing movement (see element 24). 

Claims 35-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bartmann as applied to claims 21, 22, 29, 30, 33 and 39 above, and further in 
view of Harling, U.S. Patent 5,953,644 (9/21/99). 

All the aspects of the instant invention are disclosed above but for a sensor unit 
for sensing a user characteristic. Harling does teach a sensor unit for sensing 
movement characteristic of a gripping element (see element 20, Col 3, Lines 21-30), a 
switching means which can be switched by means of the gripping element (Col 4, Lines 
10-22), a handle for a device with a sensor unit for sensing a user characteristic (see 
summary of invention), and, lastly, a control unit for processing signals from the sensor 
unit/units (element 30), [Claims 35-38]. At the time of the invention it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide Bartmann with the sensing and 
processing structure of Harling because biometric sensing technology is ideally suited to 
restricted yet regularly accessed areas or devices such as hot stoves and a processing unit is 
necessary to accurately manage and use the sensing technology. 
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Claims 34 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bartmann as applied to claims 21, 22, 29, 30, 33 and 39 above, and further in 
view of Kawanabe, U.S. Patent Application Publication 2001/0020811 (9/13/01). 

All the aspects of the instant invention are disclosed above but for the grip 
element comprising at least two independent degrees of freedom of movement and a 
damping element for damping movement of the gripping element. Kawanabe teaches 
an appliance door with a damper to damp the movement of the door (30) and also 
teaches the door being moved having two independent degrees of freedom. At the time 
of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
the rotatable handle of Bartmann with a damper as taught by Pelletier because damping 
is well known in the art to modulate motion which would prevent "snap back" of the 
handle and therefore improve safety of the device and multiple degrees of freedom 
provide a more ergonomic action for a handle user, [Claims 34, 40]. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MATTHEW SULLIVAN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5218. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs, 8:00 am - 6:00 
pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Victor D. Batson can be reached on 571-272-6987. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Victor Batson/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3677 

/MATTHEW SULLIVAN/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3677 
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